BIG
LIFE in the jungles is exceedingly interesting and delightful. The jungle people charm us with their simplicity and friendliness; and our admiration is called forth by their resourcefulness and pluck. A number of illustrations might be given of the great skill they acquire in dealing with the wild beasts and birds, and in replenishing their larder. When I was on tour in the Sambalpur District very many years ago, I made arrangements for duck-shooting in one of the many excellent tanks in that district. On the day of my arrival,, however, I had a slight attack of fever, and was unable to go out. In the afternoon a Gond Malguzar (or head man of the village) came to my tent with a present of one or two duck. With the kindly consideration of his class, he had refrained from shooting them, as that might have frightened the birds and interfered with my sport next day ; but he had cap-tured them. I asked him how he had done it. He explained the process, and agreed to show it to me.
I accordingly went with him on the following day at noon to one of the tanks in the neighbourhood. There 1 saw one or two inverted clay garras* floating quietly with the wind in the direction of the duck, which were gathered in the middle of the pond. They floated amongst the duck, which looked at them with slight suspicion; but seeing that they were only clay garras took no further notice. After one or two had passed, however, there floated by another garra which had been constructed with so*1 wide a mouth that it could be
* A garra or garwa is a round water-pot with a small opening at the top.
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